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VERMILION COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
January 15, 2019 

6:00 PM 
 
Present:   Dr. Wes Bieritz, Dr. Jane Cooney, Carla DeAngelis, Brad Gross, Bob 

Jones, Dr. Holly Maes, Marla Mackiewicz, Molly Nicholson and Paulina 
Padjen. 

  
Absent: Dr. Karen Broaders and Connie Ostrander. 
 
Audience: Jana Messmore, Environmental Health Food Supervisor 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Carla DeAngelis at 6:08 PM. 
 
The Board and Staff introduced themselves to the new Board member, Paulina Padjen. 
 
A motion was made to approve the agenda as amended.  Mr. Toole had requested that 
the item under New Business be renumbered with the Updated Food Ordinance being 
the first item and the other listed items following so that Jana Messmore would not have 
to stay for the entire meeting. 
   
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second: Brad Gross 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the November 20, 2018 meeting as 
presented.  
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second: Dr. Holly Maes 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fiscal Status 
 
Fiscal status remains good.  Donna Dunham presented the year end financials and also 
the December 2018 financials.  She informed the Board that the financials have not 
been balanced with the County because the year-end documentation has not been 
closed out.  She suggested that the Board wait until the March meeting to approve the 
November 2018 and December 2018 Financial Statements.   
 
Donna explained that the budget was sufficient for all expenditures this year.  However, 
she did have to request a line item transfer for $2,000 from Repair and Maintenance 
and $3,000 from postage to travel.   
 
Donna Dunham informed the Board that we have completed our grant application for 
Health Protection/West Nile Virus and Childhood Lead.  The grant had to be submitted 
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by December 31, 2018.  The grant funding for each are approximately as follows:  
Health Protection - $216,000, West Nile Virus - $15,000 and Childhood Lead - $43,000. 
The Health Protection grant has remained the same, West Nile Virus is up about $1,000 
and Childhood lead is up over $20,000 from last year.  Childhood lead has become 
something that Governor Rauner’s wife is interested in and we believe that is the reason 
for the increase funding.  With the governor’s defeat in the election, the funding may be 
returned to a lesser amount for FY 2020. 
 
The Board asked why lead numbers are still high.  Dr. Maes said that lead is in the soil 
around the houses.  She said that people should run their water about three minutes to 
clear the water coming through the pipes.  She said lead numbers could be reduces by 
washing hands more frequently and using an alternate water source.   
 
County Fiscal update was presented by Dr. Wes Bieritz.  He explained that the state 
funding has been received in a timely manner this year.  He said that the County has 
about depleted the balances from the sale of the farm land and Nursing home.  
Renovations have been made throughout the County on building repairs that had been 
neglected.  The IMRF financing retirement has been caught up also. 
 
Discussion ensued about capital improvements throughout the County and the probable 
destruction of the old EMA building.  Dr. Bieritz says that there are some files remaining 
in the EMA building.   Once these documents have been moved to another storage 
area, the building will be demolished.  The pole barn at the rear of the property will 
remain. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the future of Bresee Tower and the Annex.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Doug Toole updated the board on the flu clinics this past fall.  We had ordered 1,200 
doses and at the end had to order and additional 100 doses to fulfill our flu clinics.  We 
did get additional doses out of the vials so actually we gave more than the 1,300 doses.   
 
Carla DeAngelis asked if we had the Shingles vaccine available.  Doug told her we have 
not been able to get the vaccine for quite a while.  We have vaccine that has been 
backordered for many months.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Jana Messmore, our Food Program Supervisor, presented the new revision to the Food 
Ordinance.   
 
The old wording stated that a permit holder shall correct a violation of a core item prior 
the next routine inspection.  The new wording states that “a permit holder shall correct a 
violation of a core item 90 days from the date of the inspection”.  In addition,” the 
regulatory authority may approve a compliance schedule that extends beyond 90 days if 
a written schedule of compliance is submitted by the permit holder and no health hazard 
exists or will result from allowing an extended schedule of compliance”. 
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Carla DeAngelis asked why there are so many restaurant closures in Champaign 
County and so few in Vermilion County.  Jana told her that the inspectors try to educate 
the restaurant owners so that closure is not an issue.   
 
Jana said that there will no longer be score cards for restaurants.  The inspection will 
now be on a Pass/Fail basis. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the food ordinance. 
 
A motion was made to accept the changes in the food ordinance with the changes 
noted. 
 
Motion: Molly Nicholson 
Second: Bob Jones 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Our Medical Director, Dr. Joseph Karinattu, passed away last week.  Dr. Holly Maes 
graciously accepted the role of interim Medical Director.  On Thursday, January 7, 
Donna was in constant contact with Dr. Maes to get her signature on all documents so 
that the Health Department could operate on a day to day basis.   
 
Doug Toole updated the Board on the Health Educator.  Since the beginning of her 
employment, she has visited many businesses and developed good working 
relationships with them.  She tries to visit these businesses monthly with new topics for 
discussion and handouts.   
 
Doug gave the Board an update on the WIC Program.  We have reached 75% of 
caseload for the 2018 fiscal year.  Children go off the program after the age two.  
Although children can remain on WIC until they are 5, we seem to lose clients after the 
age of two.  The reason is because the babies no longer need formula and the rest of 
the food offered by our vouchers can be purchased with their LINK card. 
 
Our satellite clinics are doing well.  We offer one clinic at Fair Oaks monthly and 3 
monthly at the Hoopeston Carle Hospital.  The Board wanted to know if we are still 
pursuing a clinic in South Vermilion County.  Doug stated that we have not given up on 
the idea.  The main problem is where to house it. 
 
Discussion ensued on ways to generate interest in the WIC program such as finding 
where Moms of 2-5 year olds can be contacted.   
 
Items of Information: 
 
We have had no site visits, evaluations, audits or certifications.  However, in 2019 we 
will have out Environmental Health review.  The auditors will be looking at 36-38 files.   
 
Doug reported that we have filled the WIC Coordinator and Billing Clerk positions 
internally.  With the promotion of the Billing Clerk, we are now in need of a IMM/CD/STD 
clerk. 
 
Our next meeting will be at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at the Health 
Department. 
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A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion: Brad Gross 
Second: Molly Nicholson 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donna J. Dunham 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
Bob Jones 
Secretary, Board of Health 


