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VERMILION COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
May 19, 2020 

6:00 PM 
 
Present:   Dr. Wes Bieritz, Dr. Jane Cooney, Carla DeAngelis, Brad Gross, Bob 

Jones, Marla Mackiewicz, Molly Nicholson, Connie Ostrander, and Paulina 
Padjen. 

 
Absent: Dr. Karen Broaders and Dr. Wahid Tazudeen. 
 
The Zoom/phone meeting was called to order President, Carla DeAngelis at 6:02 PM. 
 
A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented.   
  
Motion: Molly Nicholson 
Second: Carla DeAngelis 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Dr. Maes, our Medical Director, was in attendance, also by phone.  
 
A motion was made to approve the regular minutes of the March 17, 2020 regular 
meeting as presented. 
 
Motion: Dr. Jane Cooney 
Second: Connie Ostrander 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fiscal Status 
 
Donna Dunham presented the final fiscal reports for March and April2020. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Budget and Expenditure Report and Cash Flow 
statement for March and April 2020 as presented. 
 
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second: Connie Ostrander 
Motion carried as follows:  

Dr. Wes Bieritz   Yes 
Dr. Jane Cooney   Yes 
Carla DeAngelis   Yes 
Brad Gross    Yes 
Bob Jones    Yes 

    Marla Mackiewicz   Yes 
    Molly Nicholson   Yes 

Paulina Padjen   Yes 
    Dr. Wahid Tazudeen  Yes 
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Doug Toole reported that we have been granted a Covid 19 grant in the amount of 
$61,185.  This money can be used toward salaries, fringes and other costs associated 
with the COVID 19 pandemic.  Most of our request will be for salaries and fringes.  By 
getting reimbursement from this grant for salaries and fringes, it will free up money in 
other grants or fees that would have been used to pay these salaries and fringes from.  
The grant runs from March 16 – February 28, 2021. 
 
Wes reported that he has nothing to report from the County fiscal.  Everything appears 
to be going well.  The 2019 audit is underway and will hopefully be completed on time 
this year.  
 
Old Business: 

 
Doug Toole gave an update on the various programs.   
 
We still have one opening in Environmental Health.  LeeAnn Chezem retired in 
January and returned for one and a half days per week to help with the Solid Waste 
Program and the West Nile Virus program (mosquito).  We have hired a new Health 
Inspector, Tyler Foster.  He will begin work on Monday, June 1. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the color-coding placards for restaurants. A green 
placard would signify “Satisfactory Compliance”; a yellow placard would signify “Food 
Safety Alert” and a red placard would indicate “Closed”.  Brad Gross did not like the 
placard idea and Jane Cooney agreed with Mr. Gross.  Mr. Toole pointed out that other 
Counties have adopted these placards.  In the past the public has indicated that they 
like the score cards. 
 
Wes Bieritz asked if this idea of the placards has been brought up do the COVID-19 
virus.  Doug stated that no it is just information for food establishments. 
 
There is no rush to decide so the discussion was tabled until things get more normal 
after COVID-19. 
 
Doug Toole reminded the Board that the County-wide exercise for our Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness grant that was scheduled for April 9th was cancelled due to 
the COVID-19 virus.  We have not been told yet whether the exercise will have to be 
rescheduled or if we can just use the actual pandemic as our exercise.   
 
We have continued to gather information for our IPLAN this year.  We are now at the 
stage of compiling the information and submitting the IPLAN to the state for review.   
 
Our Immunizations department has continued to give vaccinations to people who need 
them.  They have not been conducting any clinics during the COVID-19 pandemic.  We 
are not sure how District 118 will conduct their fall enrollment.  In the past few years, 
they have set up at the Civic Center and we have set up a table to schedule vaccine 
appointments.  They have, in the past transported the students and families to the 
Health Department so that the students could receive their vaccinations and would not 
have to worry about making appointments later in the summer.  
 
Doug Toole told the Board of Health that we may do flu clinics different this year.  We 
may have drive-thru clinics due to the COVID-19 virus.   
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The WIC (Women’s, Infants and Children) department continues to serve the clients 
through drive-thru clinics.  The clients really seem to like the drive-thru because they are 
here and gone within a short period of time.  In house visits sometimes take over an 
hour to complete with all of the steps the State requires us to do to keep the WIC 
program.  
 
With the new grant year beginning on July 1st, our caseload will be cut to 1700.  Of 
course with the cut in caseload we have a cut in funding.  The grant was cut $25,000 
this year.  The coming grant fiscal year will be very challenging.  We did not have to cut 
staff because of the extra COVID-19 grant money that we received.  Employees that are 
now paid out of the COVID-19 grant money and were earmarked to be paid out of 
another pot of money (such as Tax Levy) has freed up the tax levy money and Donna 
Dunham was able to divert some WIC salaries to be paid out of the tax levy money. 
 
The Census grant will end on June 30, 2020.  We had a lot of plans to promote the 
census this year but once COVID-19 hit, the plans could not be carried out.  We were 
notified that if we could come up with logical reasons to extend the grant, we could 
apply for an extension.  There is not really anything that can be done after June 30, so 
the Health Department will not be asking for an extension.   
 
The PROMPT grant funds the narcan training for overdoses.  We have not had trainings 
since the COVID-19 virus hit.   
 
New Business: 
 
There was no need for an executive session.  
 
The coronavirus has been keeping many key personnel very busy since the middle of 
March.  This includes many weekend hours.  If we begin to get more positive cases, we 
have need assistance from additional staff to contact the people who may have been in 
contact with the positive cases.  COVID-19 has impacted the health department daily 
since the middle of March. 
 
Wes Bieritz asked if Doug was able to find a “hotspot” within the county for the virus.  
He indicated that there doesn’t seem to be one.  It is not clear where people are coming 
into contact with the disease.   
 
With Indiana opening up it is likely that people will go back and forth between states.   
 
A discussion ensued regarding the Coronavirus. 
 
Items of Information: 
 
There was no report on recent site visits, evaluations, audits or certifications. 
 
Doug, once again, reported we have one EH position open. 
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at 6:00 PM at the Health Department. 
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A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
  
Motion: Connie Ostrander 
Second: Brad Gross 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donna J. Dunham 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
Bob Jones 
Secretary, Board of Health 


